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David Bowie, Lemmy Kilmister, 
Alan Rickman and Glenn Frye 


The world of entertainment lost multiple legends this winter, with musicians Da- 


vid Bowie, Glenn Frye and Lemmy Kilmister and actor Alan Rickman dying over a 


span of a few weeks. 


Rickman is best known as Severus Snape in the Harry Potter film series and Hans 


Gruber in the first “Die Hard” film. 


Frye, the singer and founding member of The Eagles, died on Monday. The band 
was elected to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1998. 
Kilmister was best known as the singer/songwriter for the band Motorhead. The 


band released 22 studio albums, the last of which was released in August of last year. 


Just two days after releasing the album “Blackstar, David Bowie died from liver 


cancer at the age of 69. Bowie's career spanned much of popular culture, from music 


to film to stage to art. Bowie was also known for his love of collaboration, working 


with Queen, Iggy Pop, Tina Turner, Nine Inch Nails and Mick Jagger over a nearly 


50-year career in music. 


President’s last 
State of the Union 


President Barack Obama gave his fi- 
nal State of the Union address last Tues- 
day, highlighting the progress made 
during his administration with regards 
to reducing carbon emissions, expand- 
ing health care and improving the 
economy. Additionally, the President 
renewed his interest in closing Guanta- 
namo Bay and decreasing gun violence. 

The address, which clocked in at just 
under one hour, called for a change to 
the way politics works in this country. 
Obama said his biggest regret was that 
the fighting between political parties 
has gotten worse, not better, over his 
presidency. 

“Will we respond to the changes of 
our time with fear, turning inward as a 
nation, turning against each other as a 
people?” Obama said. “Or will we face 
the future with confidence in who we 
are, in what we stand for, in the incred- 
ible things that we can do together?” 


CSULB 
selects new 
provost ue 


senior vice president of academic 


Out of nearly 100 candidates, 
President Jane Close Conoley 
selected Brian Jersky as Cal State 
Long Beach's new provost and 


CAMPUS VOICE 
49ERS TALK BOWIE 


that end. 


Jersky, originally from South 


As provost, Jersky will be re- 
sponsible for collaborating with 
the president to set academic pri- 
orities and manage the budget to 


“Hearing David Bowie is gone, it’s like, knowing he 
was so comfortable with who he was and knowing that 
he was very adamant in making sure that people were 
represented equally in music is just sad because I don’t 
think we will ever have someone who can do what he 

has done in their lifetime. It’s just a sad, sad day.” 
—Jonathan Higgins, adjunct professor and 
assistant director of multicultural affairs 


“Tt’s kind of something that I never really thought 
would happen because he is such a magical person 
that it kind of always felt as if he were immortal, but I 
know that everyone has to die at some point. I guess it’s 
just weird that it happened at this point.” 


— Veronica Karpecki, senior illustration major 


“David Bowie was an artist in, like, the greatest sense 
of the word and just kind of a free thinker ... and 
everyone is just posting on Instagram, and I think that 
really speaks to the fact that every artist who I respect 
is saddened by an artist passing.” 


— Michael Parker, adjunct professor 


Africa, is currently dean of the 
College of Science at Cal Poly 
Pomona. He will officially fill his 
new position June 1 of this year. 

More on Jersky’s selection is 
online at daily49er.com. 
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GOP and Democratic debates 


With less than a month away from 
the primary polls opening up in Iowa for 
both parties, the Republicans and Demo- 
crats held debates between their respec- 
tive presidential candidates last week. 

Discussion during the GOP’s main 
debate on Thursday revolved around 
Barack Obama's State of the Union 
speech, promises to strengthen the mil- 
itary and tax reform. 

Ted Cruz (R-TX) suffered what was 


perhaps the biggest gaffe of the night. 
After deriding Donald Trump for es- 
pousing “New York values” Trump 
drew loud applause by alluding to the 
bravery demonstrated by New Yorkers 
during 9/11. 

Sunday’s Democratic debate helped to 
cement the differences between the three 
candidates gunning for the nomination. 

Bernie Sanders (I-VT) hearkened 
Franklin D. Roosevelt more than once, 


casting himself as a populist and prom- 
ising to eliminate big money from poli- 
tics. Hillary Clinton’s vision embraced 
incremental change and said that she 
would build on many of President 
Obama's policies, such as the Afford- 
able Care Act. Martin O'Malley demon- 
strated command of the issues and said 
he would enact a plan to completely 
switch the United States to renewable 


energy by 2050 if elected. 
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Long Beach 
mayor delivers 
State of the City 


Mayor Robert Garcia talked about 
education, minimum wage and police 
body cameras in the second State of 
the City Address of his incumbency at 
the Terrace Theater Jan. 14. 


&S 


...We can best support 
public safety by working 
with our police—not 
against them. 


-Robert Garcia, 99 


Long Beach mayor 


Garcia also discussed mental health 
initiatives to benefit police officers, 
and said that more police officers 
would be patrolling the city this year. 

“Long Beach supports our police 
officers, and we can best support 
public safety by working with our po- 
lice—not against them,’ Garcia said. 

More on Garcia's State of the City is 
online at daily49er.com. 
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Powerball 


Millions purchased tickets in the 
largest Powerball jackpot in the draw- 
ing’s history. Winning tickets were sold 
in Florida, Tennessee, and in Chino 
Hills, California. The three winners will 
split the $1.6 billion jackpot. 

The drawing started at $40 million 
on Nov. 7, 2015, but grew as no one 
hit the jackpot for 20 straight weeks, 
according to ABC News. During that 
time, an estimated 1.5 billion tickets 
were sold. Each one carried a 1 in 292 
million chance of winning. 

M. Faroqui, left, who sold the Pow- 
erbali winning ticket at a 7-11 in 


Chino Hills, Calif., reacts with the 
crowd in the store on Wednesday. 


MIcHAEL RosINsOoN CHavez | Los 
ANGELES Times | TNS 
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Oregon militia occupation 


The weeks-long occupation of the 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge 
in Oregon continues with no sign of 
stopping. Most recently, militiamen 
destroyed federal surveillance cameras 
and paved a new road through the fed- 
erally-owned property. 

Police arrested protester Kenneth 
Medenbach for unauthorized use of a 
government vehicle after police found 
him sitting in a federal vehicle parked 


outside of a Safeway in Burns, Oregon. 

The occupation began as a result of 
Oregon ranchers’ protest of the arrest of 
ranchers Dwight and Steve Hammond, 
convicted of terrorism in 2012 after 
setting fire to federal land. On Jan. 2, 
Arizona rancher Ammon Bundy led a 
protest group in Burns in defense of the 
Hammonds, and eventually the mili- 
tants took to Harney County, Oregon 
to occupy the Malheur refuge. 
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Construction continues during class time 


If a jackhammer breaks 
ground and no one 
hears it, does the West 
Campus Drop Off 
Project really make a 
sound? 


By OMAR MARCHAND 
Staff Writer 


The number one priority during 
construction for the new drop off zone 
on West Campus Drive is the students. 

According to Mark Zakhour, senior 
construction manager of Design and 
Construction Services, the $1.4 mil- 
lion West Campus Drop Off Project 
was designed to be constructed in two 
phases. 

“The contractors are required to fin- 
ish all the loud demolition of the con- 
crete by [Jan.] 18 before school starts,” 
Zakhour said. “So there will be no 
breaking of concrete or anything that 
is really disruptive [...] because there 
are classrooms nearby. And they're 
also supposed to be done with the 
work requiring them to close lanes.on 
West Campus Drive because the first 
week of school there is a lot of traffic, 
obviously.” 

According to Zakhour, the con- 
struction is scheduled to take place 
from 6 a.m. to, 2:30 p.m., while several 
classes are in session. He said that “all 
the loud, loud work will be done by 


[Jan] 19” 

Zakhour said he is aware that the 
mere fact of an active construction 
presence carries the possibility of in- 
terrupting class, but he said it will “not 
be as bad as breaking concrete.” 

Some students said they are con- 
cerned about the noise on campus. 

Rene Horneman, graduate anthro- 
pology student, recalled her history 
with construction on the Liberal Arts 
buildings in previous semesters. 

“When they were doing the LA 
building, there were times when you 
absolutely could not even hear the pro- 
fessor,’ she said. 

Horneman described the possibility 
for problems this semester. 

“In the past, [the construction] 
was real disruptive — more disrup- 
tive than I certainly thought it would 
be — so I’m sure this will probably be 
the same.” 

Olivia Winkley, a junior history 
major, said she expected professors to 
have to speak louder for students to 
hear them over the noise. 

Zakhour was aware of the potential 
problems. 

“We gave [professors] our contact 


information, so if it is disruptive, we ° 


can shut the job down,” Zakhour said. 
“Or if they're giving a special test or 
something’s happening, we can coor- 
dinaté with them, make a call and shut 
[the construction] down real quick. 

“Obviously, students are the num- 
ber one priority.” 

Construction will continue until the 
end of March, according to Zakhour, 
so students and faculty will have to 
endure the noise, or lack thereof, until 
then. 
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Broken pieces of concrete are pilled up at the West Campus Drop Off Project construction site. Some students said 
they are concerned about the noise on campus, but Mark Zakhour, senior construction manager of Design and 


Construction Services, has plans to keep the disturbance to a minimum. 
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Prepare for a Career in Athletic Training 


Azusa Pacific University’s Master of Science in Athletic Training 


prepares students for successful completion of the national Board of 
Certification, Inc. (BOC) exam and for careers in athletic training. 


= Study under expert faculty-mentors who are active professionals. 


« Participate in clinical rotations in diverse professional settings 
such as high schools, colleges, professional sports teams, i 
physician offices, and rehabilitative clinics. 


« Learn about this service profession from a Christ-centered 
perspective. 


= Complete the program in just two years. 


= Join a research team as a second-year student and gain firsthand 
experience conducting research to contribute to the athletic 
training profession. 


= Choose from a variety of work settings upon graduating, 
including high schools, colleges and universities, hospitals, 
clinics, professional sports teams, public safety, the military, 


Master of Science in 


Athletic Training 


and the performing arts. 


Space is limited. 
Apply today! 


Visit apu.edu/bas/exercisesport/msat 
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Faculty to address 
possible strike Tuesday 


A one campus at a 
time striking style will 
avoid adverse effects on 


students, according to 
the CFA. 


By MICHAELA KwokA-COLEMAN 
News Editor 


Meetings between the California 
Faculty Association and the Califor- 
nia State University system have yet to 
conclude with an agreeable resolution 
for either side. The CFAs “Fight for 
Five” campaign will settle for nothing 
less than a 5 percent general increase 
in teacher salaries. 

On Wednesday, the CFA issued 
their fact-finding report to the CSU 
regarding a 5 percent pay increase for 
university teachers, faculty, and staff. 
The CSU now has 30 days to issue 
their own report, which a member of 
the Public Employment Review Board 
will then review. 

Following this report, the CFA will 
enter a 10-day period of “silence” to 
see if they can work out an agreement 
with the CSU. 

“T believe the fact-finder will agree 


with the CFAs report? CFA Union 
Chapter President Douglas Domin- 
go-Foraste said. 

The CSU maintained that their 
original proposition that a 2 percent 
salary increase is sufficiently gener- 
ous. The Board of Trustees budgeted 
and approved the 2 percent pay raise 
in November 2014 and gave the final 

approval in July 2015. The 2 percent 
increase is worth $32.8 million. 

In a statement released Wednes- 
day, the CFA said “.. for the last 
decade, regardless of the ups and 
downs in state funding and in CSU 
tuition charged to students, or in- 

creases in the cost of livirig, faculty pay 
has remained stagnant.” 

When asked about the likelihood 
of a system-wide strike, Domin- 
go-Foraste said he anticipates one will 
occur. 

The strike would not be a tradition- 
al system-wide walk out. Although 
the format of the strike has not been 
officially planned, Domingo-Foraste 
said he believes faculty will take turns 
striking on different days on different 
CSU campuses. 

Domingo-Foraste said the CFA 
will most likely adopt this style so the 
strike will not adversely affect students 
and their classes. 

“We do not want to strike, we care 
about the university and the students, 
but CSU has been downright foolish, 
Domingo-Foraste said. 


CSU Director of Public Affairs Toni 
Molle said the CSU system values the 
faculty. 

“In the last three years, we have 
invested $129.6 million in employee 
compensation, and more than half of 
that was specifically for faculty: Molle 
said. “The CSU continues to value and 
invest in faculty and all of our employ- 
ees while maintaining a balanced ap- 
proach to compensation.” 

The CSU also said that a sys- 
tem-wide strike is not in the interest 
of students. 

“The university has a responsibility 
to address mission-central priorities 
that support student success; Molle 
said. “These priorities include employ- 
ee compensation as well as funding 
enrollment growth, the hiring of new 
faculty, faculty improvements and re- 
pairs, technology upgrades and invest- 
ing in student services and programs 
that support degree completion” 

The CSU is investing $11 million in 
order to hire more tenure-track pro- 
fessors. In the 2014-15 academic year, 
the CSU hired 742 more tenure-track 
faculty. They plan on hiring more than 
1600 faculty by 2017. 

On Tuesday, the CFA will be hold- 
ing a rally with the Los Angeles Coun- 
ty Federation of Labor (AFL-CIO) at 
Cal State Los Angeles. The rally will 
follow a joint statement by the groups 
regarding the potential CSU faculty 
strike this spring. 
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BUDGET 


More money, less 


problems 


Governor Brown 
provides a ‘modest 
restoration’ to the CSU 
budget. 


By ARIANA SAWYER 
News Editor 


The California State University sys- 
tem will have a little more money to 
spend in the 2016-17 academic year 
with Governor Jerry Brown’s $151.8 
million increase of the general fund 
allocation on Jan. 7. 

But CSU faculty, students and ad- 
ministrators said they were hoping for 
more. 

“While CSSA appreciates Governor 
Brown’s modest restoration to previ- 


’ ous funding cuts, as well as additional 


one-time funding for deferred mainte- 
nance, this budget proposal is $102.3 
million less than what Cal State Uni- 
versity students need to successfully 
access and succeed at the CSU,” Cali- 
fornia State Student Association Presi- 
dent Taylor Herren said in a statement. 

The CSSA cited last year’s success 
with a fully funded budget, which al- 
lowed the CSU to enroll an additional 
10,000 students and make progress on 
“the nearly $2 billion backlog of aging 
and unsafe classrooms and buildings.” 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stoter Bros. Shopping Center (Spring Si. 
& Pato Yerde Ave.)"A value frome with single vision plastic lenses 
{sph 4, cy) 3}. A valid corrent student 10 must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer connot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance, 


“We are pleased that Goy. Brown 
continues to reinvest in public higher 
education by including an increase in 
his state budget proposal for the Cal- 
ifornia State University,” California 
Faculty Association President Jenni- 
fer Eagen said in a statement. “While 
we appreciate this investment, we also 
know that in order to meet the needs 
of thousands of California students 
clamoring to enroll in the CSU, even 
more resources will be needed.” 

The Governor’s Budget Summary 
was critical of the CSU’s ability to pro- 
vide a four-year-degree in four years. 
Cal State Long Beach has a four-year 
graduation rate of only 15 percent, ac- 
cording to Brown’s report. 

President Jane Close Conoley said 
she is hopeful that state legislators will 
invest even more in the public univer- 
sity system. 

“The time is upon us to renew Cal- 
ifornia’s promise that every individual 
seeking higher learning has an oppor- 
tunity to achieve a college degree,” 
Conoley said in a statement. 

Conoley said that one of the biggest 
concerns is that CSULB turns away 
thousands of qualified students, citing 
that when students have a bachelor’s 
degree, they tend to make $1 million 
more than people who only have a 
high school diploma over the course of 
their lives. j 

The report maintained that student 
success was the most important factor 
when determining the budget. 
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Jazz's little angels 


Young musicians 
weave the tale of 

jazz’s evolution in 
documentary, ‘Masters 
of Jazz: the Soundtrack 
of American History.’ 


By LINDSAY PETERS 
Staff Writer 


The documentary “Masters of Jazz: 
the Soundtrack of American Histo- 
ry, gives audiences the long, intricate 
history of an American art form in a 
digestible and, at times, adorable way. 

Jazz has existed for more than 100 
years and, while it’s impossible to tell 
it all, ‘Masters of Jazz’ does a great job 
of laying a strong foundation on jazz 
history. 

Throughout the 35-minute docu- 
mentary, young students of Jazz An- 
gels, Inc. narrate the history of the 
genre from the late 1800s to the early 
1990s, then perform pieces from its 
most influential artists. At times, the 
students speak quickly and are hard to 
follow, but this is minimal and there 
are many interesting anecdotes to 
glean. 

The documentary also touches on 
cultural shifts and world events in art, 
human rights and politics that shaped 
each style of jazz. By making those 
connections, like the influence of Cub- 
ist art on “bebop” style jazz, viewers 


CHOOSE THE UCI MERAGE SCHOOL FOR YOUR 
Accounting Career Success 


FACEBOOK 


The Jazz Angels engage in a live performance. The group is featured in “Masters of Jazz: the Soundtrack of Ameri- 
can History,” which premiered at the art theater in Long Beach on Sunday. 


see the seemingly random evolution of 
styles more clearly. 

It's meant as an educational docu- 
mentary on jazz but the performances 
and student voices give it the feel of a 
school play. This pulls on the heart- 
strings of the viewer and brings an ap- 
proachable charm to what could be a 
bland history lesson. 

Jazz Angels students also demon- 
strate some acting chops at the be- 


ginning, portraying three musicians 
who all claimed to have invented jazz 
during the 1890s. Special effects make 
a brief but charming appearance to 
give the child playing musician Jel- 
ly Roll Morton his signature dia- 
mond-studded tooth. 

Humor during the Jelly Roll Mor- 
ton scene and future narrations comes 
across clearly. The script includes 
small quips that play off of the dry and 


The UC Irvine Paul Merage School of Business offers a rigorous and innovative one-year 
Master of Professional Accountancy (MPAc) program that thoroughly prepares you for an 
executive career in accounting. 


i One-on-one Career coaching and preparation 


@ CPA exam preparation © 
i Campus minutes away from dozens of global firms 


_ @ Paid professional internship opportunities 
@ Network with top accounting leaders through our unique pro: minar speaker eee 
a Employment rate of 94% within Six months of graduation 


‘MStudent clubs and diverse cultural and educational activities 


_Gain a competitive edge over your peers: our MPAc degree provides you with the technical 
knowledge and professional skills necessary to succeed at major corporations and 


sarcastic delivery of the students mak- 
ing the documentary as informative as 
it is light-hearted. 

Program Coordinator Barry Jay Co- 
gert wrote the script and sought out 
the help of filmmaker Angel Orellana 
of Angelic Image Studios to direct. 

Cogert introduced the film during 
its premier at the Art Theatre of Long 
Beach on Sunday. The Jazz Angels plan 
to stream the video free to schools in 


the Long Beach Unified School Dis- 
trict and on the organization's website. 

The film is the brainchild of Jazz 
Angels, Inc., a nonprofit public benefit 
organization from Signal Hill, Califor- 
nia. They are made up of amateurs and 
professionals educating children on 
jazz music and appreciation. 

According to Cogert, Jazz Angels, 
Inc. was born out of a need for a place 
where kids can explore their creativi- 
ty through playing jazz. Cogert said 
he soon discovered other benefits the 
children gained through the program 
including higher grades and more 
confidence. 

“[{Students] became more confi- 
dent as a whole person,” Cogert said. 
“They're embracing the fact that it’s 
okay to make a mistake and realiz- 
ing that the mistake could actually be 
something really cool.” Cogert said. 

The evolution of the students’ de- 
velopment Cogert spoke about mimics 
what the documentary teaches viewers 
about the beginnings of jazz. It began 
with people picking up instruments 
they were given or came across and 
started figuring out something new. 

So, although the performances in 
“Masters of Jazz” came from skilled 
children, it’s not relevant to judge if 
they performed perfectly or not. 

Like the beginnings of musicians 
like Jelly Roll Morton or Louis Arm- 
strong, students embraced their vi- 
brant melodies and their mistakes to 
make something cool. They succeeded. 

“Masters of Jazz: the Soundtrack of 
American History” will be available 
for streaming from the Jazz Angels, 
Inc. website starting Jan. 19. 
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A new exhibit at the Museum = “They [m 
engagement, 


of Latin American Art delves _ jg) dealing v 
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tion conven 


identity by featuring both cin ee 
nostalgic and political works of *cordins 
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hair. Descril 

By MirANDA ANDRADE-CEJA ual of Creol 
Arts & Life editor ventionally 
pied his arias Heer se theoagh | 


Morris port: 

A new exhibit at the Museum of Latin Americaning in her id 
Art gathers local, individually diverse artists in an “I am cot 
aptly titled show: “Who are you?” I question: * 
The show features works of art that approach theexhibition— 
topic of human identity in various ways, artists re-ambiguity a 
layed their own unique experiences with their re-For you [the 
spective identities through sculpture, photographyportant to | 


and mixed media. 


Puotos By EpwarD SINGLETON | DatLy 49ER 
Ja'rie Gray asserts her identity through illustrating nostalgic images of her upbringing in "Reflecting Two Artists Without Color." 


more impot 


One of the fourteen artists featured in “Whoman being? 
are you?” is Craig Stone, Program Director for the “Who are 
American Indian Studies department at Cal Stateum of Latin 
Long Beach. According to Stone, many museums13. Admissi 
are making efforts to engage with their surroundingwith a $7 s' 


other day. 


communities, and MOLAA is no different. 
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means . 


seum “They [museums] want to have more community 
engagement, so that the concepts [the community 
lelves is] dealing with resonate all over the world, Stone 
human Said. The exhibition pushes the audience to ques- 
tion conventional ideals of identity, whether they 
h be are rooted in beauty or sexuality or ethnicity, 
orks of according to Stone. 
CSULB Master of Arts student Kimberly Morris 
displayed art that questions the political nature of "MASQUERADE’ BY KIMBERLY Morr ISON 
hair. Describing herself as a “multi-ethnic individ- 
ual of Creole descent; Morris’ work takes the con- 
ventionally feminine idea of hair and transforms A e 
it through her use of sculpture and photography. 66 b 0 7 
Morris portrays feminized hair as something defin- I wanted to create that alm OU . 
in Americaning in her identity as a mixed race woman. 
artists in an “I am constantly in a space of racial ambiguity. 1 

I question: ‘what am I?’ which kind of fits into this If you could see my ja Ce, you might be 
pproach theexhibition—who are you? I like to play with that e 
s, artists re-ambiguity and I like to turn it back on the viewer. able to pes my ethnicity once you 
ith their re-For you [the viewer] to question yourself: “is it im- 
photographyportant to know what I am?” Is knowing my race matched my fe atures with my hair, But 


more important than the fact that I exist as a hu- 


ed in “Whoman being?” Morris said. when you remove those things it kind of CSULB student Kimberly Morris challenges conventional 
ector for the “Who are you?” is being exhibited at the Muse- ‘ ideas of beauty through her use of hair. 


at Cal Stateum of Latin American Art from Jan. 17 to March f] b \ AT ” 
ny museums13. Admission to the museum is free on Sundays, O a t Ss Cc £ € \e Nn S Pp a C € . 
surroundingwith a $7 standard charge for all students on any 
ent. other day. 


- KIMBERLY Morris 
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Steven Avery from the Netflix original documentary series “Making A Murderer.” 
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“Making a Murderer” has created lots of fervor online, but no significant change to the case. 


COLUMN BY LIAM BROWN 


ith all the 
glorious time 
Cal State Long 
Beach affords its 
students for the 
holiday break, it’s no surprise that 
you've probably spent it catching up 
on some highly-anticipated media. 
Maybe you devoted your time to 
a binge-worthy new crime serial: 
Netflix’s new documentary series 
“Making a Murderer,” filmed over 
10 years by directors Moira Demos 
and Laura Ricciardi. It’s 10 hour- 
long episodes; watching them all in 
one sitting is pretty much inevitable 
because the show is so gripping. 
‘The series presents the story 
of Wisconsin man Steven Avery, 


wrongfully convicted of a crime 
in 1985 and exonerated, and then 
accused, along with his nephew, of 
a new crime in 2005. Along the way, 
the show spotlights what it presents 
as the inane corruption of the local 
sheriff’s department. 

Those of us seeking some old-fash- 


-ioned Internet justice for Avery are 


demonstrating something I like to 
call “post-binge activism,” the idea 
that zealous viewers coming down 
from a “Making” binge can solve the 
world’s problems with a few clicks. 
Unfortunately, I’ve seen too often 
that activists are barking up the 
wrong keyboard. 

One of the most notable examples 
of this phenomenon is the White- 
House.gov petition circulated shortly 
after the debut of “Making a Mur- 
derer.” The petition, which quickly 
reached the 100,000 signatures re- 


quired for a White House response, 
argued for a presidential pardon of 
two of the subjects spotlighted in the 
series. 

The government quickly respond- 
ed, noting the obvious fact that the 
subjects were convicted of a state 
crime, not a federal crime, so the 
petition has no power. While the 
numerous White House petitions 
asking for everything from justice 
for Avery to deportation for Justin 
Bieber could be the topic of another 
article, it’s unfortunate that such a 
well-intentioned petition could have 
such little value. 

The desire to make a difference, in 
this case, by connecting pop culture 
to “The Issues of The Day” provides a 
perfect recipe for “post-binge activ- 
ism.” The true-crime documentary is 
not a new medium - one only needs 
to look at the Investigation Discovery 


network, which has made true-crime 
a 24/7 event and recently ordered a 
special, offering new evidence on the 
“Murderer” case - but in the age of 
livetweeting, social-media outrage 
and recaps of TV’s hottest (fiction- 
al) shows hours after they air, it’s 
important to remember the operative 
word in true-crime: “true.” 

“Post-binge activism” is too much, 
too fast. In this case, it’s asking fed- 
eral officials to pardon someone for 
a state crime. While we're creating 
petitions that aim too high in our 
post-”Making” fervor to get some 
#justice, Avery is serving his life 
sentence; getting attention, but little 
help from such tactics. 

Of course, there is hope. The 
mere fact that this series exists and 
is available on a hugely-accessible 
and popular platform like Netflix 
(even though the streaming service 


refuses to release ratings informa- 
tion for its titles) is enough to gain 
more attention for Avery’s case - 
he’s already received new represen- 
tation after serving decades of his 
life sentence. 

It’s clear that with the rise in 
prestige television and an insatiable 
desire to “binge-watch” comes a 
brave new world in how the Internet 
covers such shows. In the case of 
“Making a Murderer,” it’s important 
to remember that there are real peo- 
ple spotlighted in these shows, not 
fictional characters - we must con- 
sider whether the traditional recap or 
Change.org petition will truly make 
the most difference. I’m not saying 
we should give up on furthering any 
cause fueled by the Internet, but let’s 
think before we petition and leave 
the decision-making to those who 
have such power. 
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M& MEN’S BASKETBALL 


49ers struggle over winter break 


LBSU managed two 
wins in seven games 
over the last month. 


By JosHuA CAUDILL 
Assistant Sports Editor 


Over the winter break, the Long 
Beach State men’s basketball team en- 
dured a difficult gauntlet in their 2015- 
2016 schedule. 

The 49ers (8-11, 2-2) dropped 
out-of-conference road games at Duke, 
Oregon and Arizona. The team then 
split their first four Big West conference 
games against CSUN, UC Davis, UC Ir- 
vine and Cal Poly. 

LBSU went 2-5 during that stretch, 
but there were some bright spots and 
noteworthy moments. 

At Oregon, despite losing 84-73, 
LBSU junior forward Travis Hammonds 
had a career-high 27 points; including 
21 in the first half alone. Hammonds 
eventually finished 8 of 10 from three- 
point range to set a Matthew Knight 
Arena record for made three-pointers. 

When the 49ers traveled to Tucson 
to take on Arizona, it was never a ball 
game as Arizona exploited LBSU’s lack 
of interior presence by outrebounding 
the 49ers 40-20. The lone bright spot for 
LBSU was senior guard Nick Faust’s 17 
points on six of nine shooting. 


fa WOMEN’S , 


Up next was the road trip to Durham, 
North Carolina to take on the défending 
national champion, Duke. The 49ers led 
for nearly 15 minutes in the first half 
and showed they could hang with the 
Blue Devils early on. Freshman guard 
Noah Blackwell racked up a career high 
19 points, including four three-pointers 
and seven rebounds. Senior guard A.J. 
Spencer scored 20 on the day as well. 

However, the wheels would fall off 
for the 49ers. The Blue Devils scorched 
LBSU for 61 points in the second half 
and the team could not stop Duke guard 
Grayson Allen as he lit them up for 33 
points and helped seal the 103-81 win 
for the Blue Devils. 

LBSU would find its winning ways 
again in their conference opener with 
a 94-79 win over CSUN to start 2016 
off. Nick Faust scored a career high 28 
points, which included seven of eight 
from beyond the arc and 12 rebounds. 
The 49ers followed that with a 57-49 win 
over lowly UC Davis. 

All eyes were on the Big West show- 
down between LBSU and defending 
conference champion UC Irvine last 
Thursday night. LBSU led at halftime, 
29-21, and Faust would once again lead 
the team in scoring with 19 points. 

But Faust’s production would not be 
enough as LBSU shot an abysmal 14 of 
57 from the floor and 6 of 26 from three- 
point range. Irvine's guards Luke Nelson 
and Jaron Martin would take over in the 
end to help the Anteaters edge the 49ers 
58-54 in an ugly game where there were 


49ers hit snag in 
conference play 


In LBSU’s last eight 
games, they won six 
of them and shattered 
several records in the 
process. 


By WILL HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


While most students enjoyed the long 
and relaxing four-week winter break, the 
Long Beach State women’ basketball 
team cruised past its non-conference op- 
ponents but had a tougher time in its first 
four conference games. 

LBSU (13-5, 2-2) wrapped up 2015 by 
winning its own tournament, the Beach 
Classic, and giving their coach a special 
milestone win. 

After knocking off the University of 
Texas El Paso, 47-40, LBSU squeezed by 
University of Nevada Las Vegas, 67-63, on 
Dec. 2(). Only six 49ers scored in a close 
game against the Rebels, but that didn’t 
matier because junior guard Raven Ben- 
ton broke out with a career-high 31 points 
and sophomore forward Madison Mont- 
gomery dropped in 19. 

Benton has picked up from where she 
left off last season before going down with 
a season-ending injury on Feb. 14, 2015. 
The Tacoma, Washington native is leading 
the 49ers by averaging 12.3 points a game. 

LBSU then closed out its nonconfer- 
ence schedule by traveling to Denver and 
Seattle. The 49ers defeated Denver 48-41 
on Dec. 28, giving head coach Jody Wynn 
win No. 100. LBSU closed out 2015 by 
traveling to Bentons home state of Wash- 


ington and beating Seattle University 69- 
57 on New Year's Eve. 

The 49ers went 4-0 against their non- 
conference opponents, but struggled in 
their Big West opener against Hawaii on 
Jan. 7 inside the Walter Pyramid. The 
physical and experienced Rainbow Wahi- 
ne took advantage of the 49ers lack of size, 
outrebounding them 52 to 29. LBSU also 
shot a dismal 34-percent from the field in 
the 67-55 defeat. 

LBSU answered the big loss to Hawaii 
with its record-breaking performance 
against Cal State Fullerton. The 49ers set 
a new school and Big West Conference 
record for most three-pointers made in 
a game against the Titans on Jan. 9. The 
49ers made 20 triples in an 82-61 win, 
shattering the record set against them last 
season in the conference tournament by 
UC Davis; The Aggies knocked down 17 
threes in a 70-67 win in the quarterfinals. 

The previous LBSU record for most 
three pointers in a game was 12, which 
came against Loyola Marymount in 2013. 

The 49ers were brought back down to 
earth against UC Riverside the following 
game. LBSU fell victim to a slow start in 
that game and lost 78-60. A Highlander 
23-6 run to close out the first half dug a 
hole that was too steep for the 49ers to 
climb out of. 

LBSU did close out the break on a posi- 
tive note, beating UC Irvine 71-65 on Sat- 
urday. The 49ers shoot around 66 percent 
from the freethrow line, but on Saturday 
LBSU made 24 of 27 from the charity 
stripe. Late in the fourth quarter, the 49ers 
made eight straight free throws, which 
sealed the win for the 49ers after the Ant- 
eaters had cut the lead to two points with 
8:51 left in the game. 

The 49ers continue their season on 
Wednesday night inside the Walter Pyr- 
amid when they host Fullerton at 7 p.m. 


Joun Fayarpo | LBSU ATHLeEtTIcs 


Junior Branford Jones dribbles past UC Irvine’s Mike Best in LBSU’s loss to the Anteaters on Jan. 14 inside the 


Walter Pyramid. 


more fouls than field goals. 

On Saturday, LBSU snatched de- 
feat from the jaws of victory in a 96-92 
double-overtime loss to the Cal Poly 
Mustangs. The 49ers held an 80-75 lead 
with 49 seconds left when forward Tra- 
vis Hammonds rebounded a missed free 


po 


throw but the officials called the LBSU 
junior for a flagrant foul. The Mustangs 
took advantage when guard Reese Mor- 
gan made both free throws and hit a 
three-pointer to tie the game and send 
it into overtime. 

LBSU would lose Faust and Ham- 
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monds to foul trouble and Cal Poly 
would ride the coattails of Brian Ben- 
nett’s 21 points and 12 rebounds to vic- 
tory. 

LBSU’s next game is on Wednesday 
when they travel to Santa Barbara to bat- 
tle the Gauchos at 7 p.m. 
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DeFalco shines in wins over Trojans, Lancers 


LBSU picks up its fifth 
consecutive win to start 
the season behind TJ 
DeFalco’s stellar play. 


By JosH BARAJAS 


The Long Beach State men’s volley- 
ball team remain undefeated over the 
weekend, recovering from an opening 
set loss against Southern California for 
a 3-1 win on Saturday and rolling past 
Cal Baptist 3-1 on Friday. 

Freshman T.J. DeFalco carried the 
load on both occasions. He picked 
up season highs with 21 kills and six 
service aces against the Lancers and 
followed that up with a 19 kill perfor- 
mance in the win over USC, both inside 
the Walter Pyramid. 

The outside hitter, who played with 
the United States at the 2015 Pan Amer- 
ican games, said despite his success ear- 
ly in the season he still has work to do. 

“Every day [I make adjustments], 
with everything that I do” DeFalco 
said. “Whether itd be passing, blocking 
or hitting, it’s everything that I do” 

The Trojans (0-4, 0-2) entered Satur- 
day’s match having won 12 of their last 
14 meetings with the 49ers, including 
a four-game win streak dating back to 
2014. LBSU Head coach Alan Knipe 
said all those previous matchups were 


Josu Barajas | Datty 49ER 


Senior John La Rusch goes up for a kill in LBSU’s 3-1 win over USC on Saturday inside the Walter Pyramid. 


of no relevance to this team this season. 

“Last year [compared] to this year 
was a completely different feel” Knipe 
said. “This year we feel like we have a 
lot of experience and some real good 
young talent. So, I don’t think there 
is anybody that is thinking anything 
good, or bad, about last year. They’re 


TARGET 


excited about this year.” 

The 49ers got off to a shaky start 
which allowed the Trojans to build a 
quick 9-3 lead. LBSU recovered, cut- 
ting the lead to as low as two points, but 
USC did enough to close out the first 
set on top, 25-20. 

“[We’ve got to] give a lot of credit to 


Target to Hire Approximately 90 Team Members 


For New Store in Long Beach, Calif. 
Interviews Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout January and February 


Beginning now through Feb. 25, Target will host hiring events to fill 
approximately 90 full and part-time team member positions for its new store 
opening in Long Beach, Calif. Scheduled to open on March 9, the store will cater 
to local residents including students and faculty from nearby Long Beach State 
University, as well as staff and patients from Veterans Affairs Long Beach 


Hospital. 


During the hiring events, store leaders will conduct pre-scheduled interviews with 
applicants and discuss Target’s dynamic, team-oriented culture. Interested 
applicants are encouraged to visit Target.com/careers to apply in advance. 


Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout January and February 


8:00 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. each Tuesday and Thursday 


Existing Long Beach Target store 
2270 North Bellflower Boulevard 
Long Beach, Calif. 90815 


USC,’ Knipe said. “They jumped out 
of the gate serving and I don't think 
we necessarily handled it great. But we 
certainly did overall handle [the game] 
well. Just not in the moment of the first 
set” 

LBSU came out stronger in the sec- 


ond set, jumping to a 17-10 lead at one 


point that forced the Trojans to take 
a timeout. Trojans head coach Jeff 
Nygaard’s pep talk seemed to work, as 
USC strung together a 4-0 run to put 
the Trojans back in the game, forcing 
Knipe to call his own timeout. 

The 13th year head coach’s own ad- 
justments paid off; LBSU cut the USC 
run with two quick points. The 49ers 
went on to close out the second set, 25- 
17, on top to tie the match. 

Set three was much more competi- 
tive. Both teams traded points until the 
49ers broke away from a 12-12 tie with 
a 7-2 run. The deficit was insurmount- 
able for USC and momentum seemed 
to swing behind LBSU after the 25-21 
win. 

“At that point we were just playing 
volleyball,” DeFalco said. “We were just 
grinding points and going as hard as we 
could” 

The 49ers hit their stride in the 
fourth set, again taking a decent lead 
halfway through at 17-11. The Trojans 
again didnt have an answer, allowing 
LBSU to take the set 25-17 and the 
match 3-1. 

Friday yielded a similar result, but at 
lower stakes. 

Historically, the 49ers (5-0, 2-0) have 
moved past Cal Baptist (3-2, 0-2) with 
ease; LBSU owned a 15-1 all-time re- 
cord against the Lancers before Friday. 
After splitting the first two sets, the 
49ers closed out for their fourth win of 
the season. 

The 49ers will host BYU next inside 
the Walter Pyramid on Friday and Sat- 
urday at 7 p.m. 


on Twitter 
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54. Apts. for Rent 


Furn rm, kitchen, laundry, until pd. $400/mo. 
Contact 714-821-4441 
CSULB students only. 
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